J. Poult. Sci., 38 (3) crested ibis and the diet of the white ibis in Shanghai zoo (He, et al., 1988; Shi et al., 1991). The diets were supplemented with vitamins, diastase, pepsin and calcium. Daily feed intake and body weight were recorded until 44 days of post-hatching. After fledging, the birds were generally reared as adult birds.
Results

Egg laying
The egg laying period of the crested ibis lasted from early March to late June. Two or three clutches of 1-6 eggs were laid at intervals of 36-48hr between eggs and 8-10 days between clutches. The laying time ranged at 06:00-08:00 (67%), 09:00 -11:00 (5%) , and 17:00-19:00 (28%). As a result, the rate of egg laying for one clutch varied from 6 eggs (3%), 5 eggs (9%), 4 eggs (43%), 3 eggs (39%), 2 eggs (3%) to 1 eggs (3%), respectively. The average clutch size was 3.6 eggs. A total number of 91 clutches with 325 eggs were recorded during the past 6 years (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) . In this study, it was found that approximately 30% of the eggs were damaged by agitated birds flying in or out of the nest during the incubation. However, the fertility rate of remaining intact eggs in the nests was ca. 66% on average during 6 years ( Fig. 1) .
Features of egg
The eggshell color of the crested ibis is blue-green with brown-strips. The followings are the figures on average. The egg weighed 79.11g (SD=4.08, n=21). The length of the egg was 69.49mm (SD=0.51, n=53) and the breadth was 46.17 mm (SD=0.42, n=53).
Hatchability and Survivability
Average incubation period of the crested ibis was calculated to be around 27 days (n=119). As for this species, two phases were estimated for embryonic development 2)Incubated by a commercial incubator throughout the whole incubation period .
